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Binghamton Chapter of the American Guild of Organists

DEAN'S MESSAGE...

December Greetings!

During these past days as we moved quickly from Thanksgiving to the First
Sunday of Advent, I reflected upon the work of organists, choir members and all
church/school musicians.

We planned and began practicing for the Advent/Christmas seasons many
weeks ago; the very nature of our work demands our early preparation! But I
think that one of Tle largest challenges that we face (besides the multitude of
musical ones) is trying to keep our minds and hearts in the present moment.

Are we able to really hear the beautiful scripture passages in our worship
services and are we able to fully appreciate the texts and corresponding melodies
of our hymns, psalms and choral works? Can we enjoy all the musicians with whom
we make music - young and old alike? Can we be in the moment?

Are we willing to make room for some family fime? Are we willing fo take some
time for ourselves - to take delight in all that the seasons have to offer?

Our chapter is offering a short respite for members by hosting a Holiday
Luncheon at The Dot Café (Your Needful Things), 136 E. Service Road,
Binghamton 13901 on Tuesday, December 9 at 11:30 am. RSVP by Thursday
night, 12/4 (see page 2). Please join us for lunch and comradery!

A fun outing for family and friends is the Roberson Home for the Holidays
Exhibit that runs through January 9, 2026. There are over 100 decorated trees,
dazzling displays and the International Forest. You will find our beautiful AGO
tree on the first floor! Many thanks o Carol Bartlett, chairperson of the
committee, and to colleague decorators - Jane Thorick, Jean Henssler and Hilton
Baxter. (See page 6). For this year's tree, we added our logo, as a wooden tree
topper made by our ornament maker, Jennifer Donovan. I thank Jennifer for so
generously sharing her creative talents with the chapter!

Take good care and know that I am grateful for you and your work!

Nancy

Dean Nancy McNamara nmcnamaraS8@gmail.com
Sub Dean Peggy Sniezek sniezeks@yahoo.com
Newsletter Nancy McNamara nmcnamaraS8@gmail.com
Website Peggy Sniezek www.binghamtonago.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS...

+ Saturday, December 6 - beginning at 10:00 am - Wonderfully Wintery
Organ Crawl. Cortland County (See page 3).

+ Tuesday, December 9 - 11:30 am - Holiday Luncheon at The Dot Café
(inside Your Needful Things) 136 East Service Road, Binghamton 13901.

+ Sunday, December 28 - 2:00 pm - BTOS presents Dennis James at the
Morton Theater Organ for the Buster Keaton Comedies - "GO WEST" and
"7 CHANCES", The Forum, 236 Washington Street. Binghamton 13901. AGO
members admission fee $15.

+ Sunday, January 11 - 5:00 pm - Post Holiday Dinner at Cortese Restaurant,
117 Robinson Street, Binghamton. Details in January newsletter.

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON AT THE DOT CAFE...

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9 - 11:30 AM
THE DOT CAFE in YOUR NEEDFUL THINGS Store
136 E. SERVICE ROAD
BINGHAMTON, NY 13901
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Reservations are required by THURSDAY NIGHT, 12/4! Contact Nancy at
(607) 237-5477 or email nmcnamara58@gmail.com

ZION LUTHERAN HYMN SING 11/2...

Members Donna Frye/organist

& Lee Roseboom/Violist
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WONDERFULLY WINTERY ORGAN CRAWL...

December 6: Wonderfully Wintery

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
10am St. John's Episcopal 1:830pm St Mary's Catholic Church
21 West Maun Street, Marathon 16 Noath Main Street, Cortland
Onganist: Cathy Cullum Onganist: Armannd Di Seenna
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3 Church Street, Cortland
16 East Man Street. MeGraw Organist: Stephen Wilson

Organise: Lynn Koch
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30 Homer Ave., Cortland Onyganast: Rachel Fry
Organist: Elizabeth Bacz
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50 Pomerov Street, Cortland

Onrganast: Paulette Fry

Ornganist: Stephen Wilson . -




YOUNG ARTISTS SERIES RECITAL 2025...

Our chapter's tradition of sponsoring a young artist in a recital continued on
November 16 at the host church of Trinity Memorial Episcopal in Binghamton.
The recitalist, Linden Foster, played an hour long solo recital with works by J.S.
Bach, Paul Manz, Ralph Vaughan Williams, Herbert Howells and César Franck.

Linden, a native of Candor, NY and a Binghamton chapter member, gave a
well prepared riveting performance that not only highlighted his superb organ
technique but also the dazzling array of tonal color of the organ (1960 Casavant
Fréres, 2018 Console and Additions, Smith and Gilbert). The hymn improvisation
by Manz led directly into the singing of "Now Thank We All Our God" with the
organ majestically supporting the 120+ voices of the audience.

Following the recital, a reception was held. Many thanks to Polly Wendling,
the chapter’s hospitality chairperson, for arranging the gathering.

Also, we are truly grateful for Trinity Episcopal Church and their staff,
including music director, Timothy Smith. This recital could not have happened
without them!

Linden is presently in his Junior Year as an organ performance major at
Houghton University, Houghton, NY and studies with Dr. Judy Congdon. Following
graduation, he hopes to pursue a graduate degree in either sacred music or
organ, then pursue a career in church music.

We certainly will continue to follow Linden in his musical journey and wish him
only the best in all his future endeavors!




Linden Foster gave an excellent performance
at his Junior Recital at Houghton University
on November 10.

Photo by David Jackson

10 Becker Terrace, Delmar, NY

AUEN ORGAN STUDTOS AND 518-439-0500
COSS ORGANS allenorganny.com
facebook.com/allenorganny

youtube.com/@allenorgansny

Your trusted partner for digital and pipe organs
New and pre-owned instruments, all types of service

Siena University - Loudonville, NY

We just installed this beautiful custom two-manual, 48-stop organ
in the chapel at Siena University. Custom features include:

» 6 independent specifications plus programmable GeniSys
voices — a total of 538 voices

» Custom 10-channel audio with Swell Anitiphonal division

+ Custom stop list with two 32" stops in the Pedal, 8" Diapason
in the Swell, two independent 8’ Flutes in the Great, Festival
Trumpet, Super and Sub Octave couplers

+ Deluxe moving draw knobs

» Premium Allen keyboards

+ Adjustable music rack

+ Adjustable bench with back rest

This instrument was named “Organ of the Week” by the Allen Organ
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ROBERSON HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS...

60 TO ROBERSON HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 2025 FOR SCHEDULE.
The exhibit runs through January 9.




