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Binghamton Chapter of the American Guild of Organists

DEAN'S MESSAGE...

We are well into the summer and hopefully you have been able to spend some

rest and relaxation time with friends and family!

This newsletter covers both July and August; however, mixturegrams will
continue to be sent out during these upcoming weeks with announcements and
reminders.

Our August Organ Crawl will happen on Monday, August 3. I am grateful to
Larry and Karen Hoey who are graciously opening their home for us to hear and
play the completed Hauptwerk instrument. It will be a fun day. We will not only
travel a distance in miles but also in time, as we move from the modern
technology Hauptwerk to some historic instruments in the areal A full itinerary
will be sent as soon as it is available.

Please mark your calendar for the upcoming Tenth Anniversary Memorial
Recital for Jonathan Biggers on Saturday, September 19th, 4 pm at United
Presbyterian Church, Binghamton. We are inviting past students of Jonathan's
to play for the recital. It hasn't been easy to track down these organists - the
University provided a list of names of students from 2008 through 2026 but, due
to privacy laws, no contact information is allowed to be shared. Perhaps you can
help? I am frying to find Mark Rossnagel, JiEun Jang, Danielle Sisson, Kevin W.
Eng, Priscilla Kung, Denise Aquino and Christian Huebner. If you have any
contact information on the people listed above, please let me know.

(607) 237-5455 or nmcnamara58@gmail.com. Your help is greatly appreciated!

As mentioned above, I will keep you informed of all happenings during these
summer months. And, if you have anything you would like to talk to me about or
put in an upcoming MIXTURES, please feel free to contact me.

Nancy


mailto:nmcnamara58@gmail.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS ...

+ Friday, July 24, 7:00 pm - Sean Cotty/Organist at First Presbyterian
Church, 1030 W. Main Street, Troy, PA

+ Monday, August 3 - Binghamton Chapter Organ Crawl

¢ Saturday, September 19, 4:00 pm - Tenth Anniversary Memorial Recital for
Jonathan Biggers, United Presbyterian Church, 42 Chenango Streeft,
Binghamton

10 Becker Terrace, Delmar, NY

AUEN ORGAN STUDTOS AND 518-439-0500
COSS ORGANS allenorganny.com
facebook.com/allenorganny

youtube.com/@allenorgansny

Your trusted partner for digital and pipe organs
New and pre-owned instruments, all types of service

Our latest project: St. Basil’'s Church, Dushore, PA

Congratulations to St. Basil's Church for selecting a
custom Allen organ to fill their church with glorious
sound!

The instrument will be a new Allen Symphonic I11a,
3 manuals with a custom specification of 67 stops
and 73 total voices. The organ will incorporate
many generously scaled rich foundation stops
along with 12+ ranks of strings and celestes, and
an abundance of beautiful color stops.

The organ will include solid wood core keys,
mechanical moving draw knobs, adjustable music
rack, adjustable bench, and will speak through a
24 channel audio system.
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A LOOK BACK AT A JUNE RECITAL...

An Evening of Special Music featuring chapter
member, David Jackson, was held on 6/14 at Val-
ley United Presbyterian Church, Waverly. Assist-
ed by Martin Nemeth (page turner/stop assis-
tant), David expertly showed the beautiful tonal
palate of the historic instrument. The hour long
program contained a myriad of pieces including
some  congregational hymns sung by all in at-
tendance.
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Please note: This church will be a stop on our
August Organ Crawl

COMING SOON!

First Presbyterian Church
Troy, Pennsylvania
a

A 2026
.% ORGAN SERIES

Sean Cotty
Fri. July 24, 2026, 7PM
New York City organist, Sean Cotty
will present a program of organ
works and piano concert pieces.

Community Recital
Sun. Aug. 30, 2026, 4PM
Organists Brenda Brewer, Fran
Gardiner, Robert Oldroyd and
Brandon Wesneski will perform

Doppelflote

Fri. Sept. 25, 2026, 7PM
The Dickinson & Francis Gardiner

Organ Artist for 2026, Doppelflote
Is an organ and flute duo.

Randall Frye
Fri. Oct. 9, 2026, 7PM
Washington, DC-based choir
director and organist will present
arecital,

First Presbyterian Church
1030 West Main Street
Troy, PA 16947

- Aeollan-Skinner Organ, 1084



FROM THE REGISTRAR...

Chapter member, Becky Mebert and her husband Ken relocated to the Denver,
Colorado area last fall to be closer to family. I recently had this email from her
and she gave me permission to share it here.

Becky writes, "Richard - Thank you for the invitation fo continue my membership
in the Binghamton chapter of the AGO.

I believe that, given my distance, I will not renew. I am hoping that Nancy will
still keep me on the email as I love hearing about what's going on. I am not
seeking fo join the Denver Chapter.

My husband and I have been attending a Methodist Church with a robust music
program with 3 different services, each with its own style. The Classic 9:00 am is
rich with orchestra, organ, piano, multiple voice and bell choirs. We have become
involved. T will be helping with organ accompaniment from time to time. So, music
will still be in my experience.

We are well and learning about our new climate and how to navigate in busy
traffic patterns. It's a big metropolis.

We miss our friends and stay in touch. It was the right decision. My journey in
Binghamton was enriched by the AGO, concerts, gatherings, stories and music
shared and conversations with individuals like you, Richard. Please share my best
wishes with everyone”.

Becky Mebert
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Registrar's Footnote: It has been an honor to have Becky in our membership for
these past years and we are grateful for her enthusiastic service and support to
our chapter! We wish her all the best as she and Ken continue their new pathway
in Colorado.

Our chapter welcomes back Timothy Smith to our membership! He is the
Organist and Choir Director at Trinity Episcopal Church, Binghamton. We are
happy to have Tim once again in our midst sharing his exceptional musical
expertisel



