
  

 

DEAN’S MESSAGE... 

Binghamton Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 

Our 2026-2027 season started out beautifully on August 3 with an organ crawl to 
Tioga County.  The major stop of the day was to chapter member Larry Hoey’s 
home to experience his Hauptwerk instrument.  The Hauptwerk is “a highly       
sophisticated computer-based program coded to authentically reproduce real 
pipe organ sampled recordings via MIDI enabled keyboard instruments, thus  
making world-famous organs readily available to organists everywhere”1.   

Larry researched, designed and then successfully built his own instrument.  What 
did we hear when the instrument was played?  We were surrounded by the sound 
of the 1738 Müller Organ at St. Bavokerk in Haarlem, the Netherlands!  While  
Larry set up the tonal combinations that were requested, the chapter members 
who played the instrument were totally fascinated by the St. Bavokerk’s pipe   
organ sound and felt transported to that historic church far away. 

 Many thanks to the Hoey’s for their hospitality in opening their home to our 15 
’organ crawlers’!  It is obvious that this Hauptwerk instrument has been a true  
labor of love for Larry.  Indeed, it is also very obvious that Larry’s brilliance in 
music shines equally in technology. 

Many thanks also to David Jackson who set up the organ crawl and organized our 
lunch at Beeman’s Restaurant in Athens!  Please see page 4 & 5 for more photos. 

 

        

 

          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
    
 
  1 taken from  MY HAARLEM HAUPTWERK MUSIC STUDIO, Larry W. Hoey, Page 1 
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UPCOMING EVENTS ...                                              
 
 Saturday, September 19, 4:00 pm - Anniversary Memorial Recital for Dr. 

Jonathan Biggers, United Presbyterian Church, 42 Chenango Street,         
Binghamton.  The featured organists are former students of Dr. Biggers.  
Light reception to follow.  See page 3. 

 
 Sunday, September 20, 4:00 pm - Organ Recital by chapter member, David 

Jackson at the Lodi Historical Society, 8493 S. Main Street, Lodi, NY 
 
 Sunday, September 27, 3:00 pm - Organist, Paul Fey in concert at The     

Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 927 Park Avenue, Syracuse, NY.  See 
page 5. 

 
 Saturday, October 17, 9:30 am (Gathering) 10:00 am (Presentation) -     

One hour presentation on AI given by our subdean, Peggy Sniezek and her  
husband, Dan., Central United Methodist Church,  17 Nanticoke Avenue,       
Endicott.  Further details will be in next month’s newsletter. 

 
 Sunday, October 25, 4:00 pm - Hymn Sing, Zion Lutheran Church, 3917  

Waverly Road, Owego. Donna Frye, organist.  The performance slate is open to 
any member interested in playing a prelude and hymn from the Lutheran    
Service Book.  If interested please contact Donna: 
frye.donna@rocketmail.com 

 
 Sunday, November 22, 4:30 pm - 2026 Young Artist Series Recital by      

Michael Guarneiri, Trinity Episcopal Church, 44 Main Street, Binghamton 

mailto:frye.donna@rocketmail.com
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AUGUST ORGAN CRAWL PHOTOS... 
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COMING SOON! 

Dean   Nancy McNamara nmcnamara58@gmail.com  

Sub Dean   Peggy Sniezek sniezeks@yahoo.com 

Newsletter   Nancy McNamara   nmcnamara58@gmail.com  

Website   Peggy Sniezek www.binghamtonago.org 

Paul Fey Organ Recital... 
The Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 927 Park Avenue, Syracuse, presents 
internationally acclaimed organist, arranger, composer and YouTube Star Paul Fey 
on the 1927 E. M. Skinner Organ-Opus 669, Sunday, September 27 at 3:00 pm.  
A free will offering will be taken for the benefit of the Basilica Music Ministry.  
A light reception will follow in the church hall.  Loft will be open after the      
concert.  Basilica Gift Shop will be open.  Please text Frank Schultz at 315-956-
2066 with any questions. 

More Photos - August Crawl 

mailto:nmcnamara58@gmail.com
mailto:sniezeks@yahoo.com
mailto:nmcnamara58@gmail.com
http://www.binghamtonago.org/
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS... 
This will be the third year that our chapter will be participating in Roberson’s 
Home for the Holidays exhibition with over 120 decorated trees and holiday  
displays. 

For the past two years, we have sponsored a tree and decorated it with       
handmade wooden ornaments. These were made from photos of pipe/digital     
organs that chapter members were playing at the time by a friend of our     
chapter, Jennifer Donovan. 

This year chapter member, Carol Bartlett will be heading up our participation in 
the Roberson event once again.  However, we will be adding a new set of          
ornaments to our tree! 

Because the majority of organs are housed in churches, many which contain 
beautiful windows, we would like to add stained glass window ornaments for the 
upcoming display.  Everyone in our chapter is able to participate whether local or 
far away!  Once again, Jennifer will create the ornaments out of wood but we 
need your help first!  Interested?  Please read and follow the steps below. 

 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: 

1.) On a sunny day take a photograph of a stained-glass window(s) in your 

church. 

2) In the picture include not only the entire frame of the stained-glass window 
but also some of the wall around it.  (This is very important) 

3) Please email your pictures to Jennifer Donovan at  

JLADONOVAN@yahoo.com 
     
 Or JLADONOVAN@HOTMAIL.COM 

JOB OPENING... 
First Baptist Church, 228 Main St., Owego, NY seeks a pianist and/or organist 
for Sunday mornings.  Weekly job duties include accompanying congregational 
hymns, small choir, vocal solos, duets, instrumental, etc., as well as playing     
prelude and postlude for 10:00 am Sunday morning service.  Prefer piano for    
accompanying choir & solos with organ for hymns, prelude & postlude. Choir      
rehearsal Sept. through early June on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.               
Compensation: $75/week.  For more detailed information visit our Church web 
page at http://www.fbcowego.org. Email all inquiries to office@fbcowego.org   
Attention:  Music Committee, or call the church office at 607-687-4394. 

mailto:JLADONOVAN@yahoo.com
mailto:JLADONOVAN@HOTMAIL.COM
http://www.fbcowego.org
mailto:office@fbcowego.org

